


2.02 Purpose. The purpose of this Ordinance is to establish reasonable and uniform regulation of 
Game Rooms to promote the public health, safety, and welfare and to prohibit business activities 
which merely serve as a front for criminal activities, including but not limited to gambling and 
tax evasion. 

2.03 Jurisdiction. These Regulations shall apply to all enterprises located in Orange County, Texas. 

2.04 Effective Date. These Regulations shall become effective __09/01/2021____ _____ _ 

ARTICLE III 

DEFINITIONS 

3.01 General. All words and phrases not specifically defined below shall be given their common, 
ordinary meaning unless the context clearly requires otherwise. Headings and captions are for 
reference purposes only, and shall not be used in the interpretation of this Ordinance. 

3.02 Specific. The following words, terms, and phrases shall have the ascribed meaning indicated 
below. 

(a) "Amusement Redemption Machine" means any electronic, electromechanical, or
mechanical contrivance designed, made, and adapted for bona fide amusement purposes
that rewards the player exclusively with non-cash merchandise, prizes, toys, or novelties,
or a representation of value redeemable for those items, that have a wholesale value
available from a single play of the game or device of not more than 10 times the amount
charged to play the game or device once, or $5, whichever amount is less.

(b) "Applicant" means an individual, proprietorship, corporation, association, and/or other
legal entity required to obtain a Game Room Permit or someone who has applied for a
Game Room Permit.

( c) "County Employee" means any individual authorized by Orange County to inspect any 
Game Room for compliance with these Regulations.

( d) "Fire Safety Official" means the appropriate Orange County Emergency Services
District or other department official having competent jurisdiction within the applicable
area of the county to conduct a fire and life safety inspection.

(e) "Gambling Device" means a device described in section 47.01(4) of the Texas Penal
Code.

(f) "Game Room" means a for-profit business located in a building or place that contains
six ( 6) or more Amusement Redemption Machines or Gambling Devices.

(g) "Game Room Permit Administrator" or "Administrator" means the Orange County
Environmental Health & Code Compliance Office or its designated agent, or the
designated official for a cooperating municipality.
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STATE OF TEXAS 

COUNTY OF ORANGE 

§ 

§ 
§ 

ORANGE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS' COURT 

RESOLUTION AND ORDER ADOPTING 
ORDINANCE REGULATING GAME ROOMS IN ORANGE COUNTY 

WHEREAS, Chapter 234 of the Local Government Code explicitly authorizes Texas 
counties to regulate Game Rooms; and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioners Court of Orange County has determined that it is in the best 
interests of the citizens of Orange County to adopt such regulations. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED that 

( 1) The attached Ordinance Regulating Game Rooms in Orange County is hereby
adopted; and

(2) All Orange County officials and employees are authorized to do all things necessary
or convenient to accomplish the purpose of the Ordinance.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Orange County Commissioners Court on this 17th day of 
August, 2021, by a vote of_4_ ayes, _o_ nays, and _ o_ abstentions. 

Johnny A. Trahan, Commissioner Pct. 1 

:o/nissioner Pct. Kirk Roccaforte, Commissioner Pct. 3 

��� Robert L. Viator, Commiss10ner Pct. 4 

NOT PRESENT


